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I have been blessed, to have this parish family and to
have been hired as Parish Administrator. What a place to
grow.
So Mary hired me because I knew
Publisher and could fold a bulletin, now I
know so much more. Working and being
a member of St. Martin’s has shown me a
depth and breadth of all that goes on
here, the love that pours out. I have seen
and experienced a generosity like I have
never known.
When I started at St. Martin’s, Jillian was
three and one of my stipulations was that
I could bring Jillian with me to work. She
came with me two out of the four days I
worked. Often she would watch a movie in the Parish
Hall or color at the Desk in my office, but sometimes, I
would look out in the Hall and she would be missing. I
would call for her and start looking around and I would
wind my way downstairs, only to find Jillian hanging out
with Mary, playing with the toys in Mary’s office. Or
during bible study following the Midweek Eucharist, I
would find Jillian sitting with all the people gathered
around the big table. She would draw pictures to share.
She was three and invited in and valued as part of the
greater community. I have been blessed, to have this
parish family and to have been hired as Parish
Administrator. What a place to grow.
I’m a proud cradle Episcopalian, but knew nothing, really,
until I worked here. The care of souls is profound, moving
and just plain hard work. Amazingly, there is paper work
for it! Being your Parish Administrator has allowed me to
enter deeper into the living community of St. Martin’s. I

will miss that. I’ve had a window into the greater work
that goes on outside of our gathering on Sundays. The
meetings, the outreach, and all the
parishioners who stop in and chat or those
that just need to sit in quiet.
It has been a honor to help support this
parish to be able to put a personal touch
on documents that you all have touched.
Be it just the Sunday bulletin, newsletter,
weddings, baptisms, funerals, annual
meeting booklets...oh, the annual meeting
booklets; all were crafted with this
community in my heart.
And your generous acceptance of typos… I
have no good excuses, but to remember
that I once made Dean T. into Bean T. My favorite typo
that I hope you have all forgotten and of which I will
remind you: in typing up an article for the book
discussion of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, I
wrote “Immoral.” I can still pictures Lou’s face when she
pointed it out. Or when Mary was on sabbatical and Fr.
Joseph suggested I stick with just one spelling of his name.
Of course, all was said with a laugh and understanding.
Thanks be that Mary has been fantastic editor and you
have been supportive.
Thank you, St. Martin’s for 8+ years of love and
generosity. It has been a pleasure to be part of these
inner workings.
ps—See you Sunday!

Oct 29

 Blessing of the Warm Families Clothing Drive
 Gratitude Sunday potluck, 12pm
 EC 101—Why TEC?

Nov 1

Re-Member Pine Ridge Outreach Meeting, 11am & 6pm

Nov 2

 Burial of Cremains, 1pm, following Midweek Eucharist
 All Souls’ Day Liturgy, 7pm

Nov 3

Diocesan Convention begins

Nov 4

 Confirmation Liturgy at St. Luke’s, 10am
 NAACP Banquet, 5pm

Nov 5

 All Saints Sunday
 Unclaimed Cremains Interment, 12pm

Nov 7

Mission Trip to India

Join us Sunday, October 29, for a
Potluck following the 10am service.
If you are able, please bring a side
dish or dessert to share. Main dish
will be provided

Can You Spot Teddy?
Here’s a 4-minute video about the 2017 EYE
(Episcopal Youth Event). It’s a good video on its
own, but Teddy from St. Martin’s was there as
one of the representatives from the Diocese of
Western Michigan — and he’s in the video! Yea,
Teddy!
Note: EYE is an event like none other. If you
ever get the chance to go, you should definitely
consider it. It’s held every 3 years on a college
campus somewhere in one of the nine provinces
of The Episcopal Church.

REMINDER

The Metropolitan Kalamazoo Branch

2017 Freedom Fund Banquet
Saturday, November 4
beginning at 5:00pm
WMU – Bernhard Center.
The cost is $50 per person, $25 for students up to 25 years old. I
will have tickets available for sale on Sunday. Dinner choices will
be: Roast Chicken, Beef Roast, Grilled Fish or a Vegetable plate for
vegans. Please write on the ticket stub your food decision and
make check out to St. Martin of Tours with NAACP IN THE MEMO
SECTION.
The Guest Speaker is Hilary Shelton, Director to the NAACP's Washington Bureau/Senior Vice President for Advocacy and
Policy, heard he is a dynamite speaker. —Pat P
Let's have a full St. Martin table which will comprise of 8 persons, I only need 6 beside Romeo and me.

Burial of Cremains: A Community Service
We will be burying more sets of unclaimed cremains near the beginning of November:
Thursday, November 2 (All Souls’ Day)
Two people with developmental and intellectual disabilities who were served by ROI (Residential Opportunities,
Inc.), and one person who was from Mexico and had no family in the area.
Sunday, November 5 (All Saints’ Sunday)
Another vault of cremains (approx. 15?) that had been left unclaimed with Langeland Funeral Home.

Please plan to attend one or both to honor the remains of these
children of God as we give them a respectful and dignified burial.

Calendar of Holidays—After consulting the diocesan calendar plus federal and bank holidays, the vestry, during
its October meeting, agreed that the church office will be closed for the following days:






New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King Jr Day
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Memorial Day

Shh! We’re Planning an Ordination!
It cannot be officially announced yet, but we want to let you
know that we’re planning on Mike being ordained priest here at
St. Martin’s in December. It is traditional that the parish buy a
gift for the ordinand, usually a chasuble that will be put on the
ordinand during the ordination. So… if any of you would like to
contribute to a gift for Mike for his priestly ordination (we hope
to get the chasuble shown here), please make sure to put
“ordination gift for Mike” on the memo line of your check.
Thanks!
And let us
praise God
for Mike, his
education,
and his
presence
among us!







Independence Day
Labor Day
Thanksgiving (Thursday and Friday)
Christmas Break (Dec 25-Jan 1)
It was also agreed that employees could take their
birthday off if they choose to do so.

David D will be playing
A Mighty Fortress is our God
in honor of the Reformation.
It’s been 500 years since
Luther nailed up his 95 Theses.

Sunday, October 29
Altar Guild:
Pat, Laurie &
Bob

8am Service
Acolyte: Cindy
Lector: Paula
Intercessor: Joyce

10am Service
Acolytes: Becky, Mike C & Joel
Lectors: Teddy & Abby
Eucharistic Ministers: Mark & Jan
Intercessor: Laura
Alms & Oblations: Laurie & Julie, Jillian & Maddie
Greeters: Charlie & Carole
Coffee: Becky
Counters: Chuck & Jane
Nursery: Judy & Kay
Flowers: Julie
Panera: 10/27 Mary P
Sunday, November 5
Altar Guild:
Musette,
Carol Ann &
Penny

8am Service
Acolyte: Shari
Lector: Al
Intercessor: Rozanne

Nursery:
Barb R & Tony
Godly Play:
Kay & Dylan
FaithX:
Chris M & Elita
7Uppers:
Kirk & Lois

Panera: 11/3

10am Service
Acolytes: Lee, Pete & Becky
Lectors: Judy & Shari
Eucharistic Ministers: Jeanine & Pete
Intercessor: Jane
Alms & Oblations: Charlie & Carol
Greeters: Joel & Julie
Coffee: ?????????
Counters: Laurie & Leslie
Flowers: Julie

?????????

